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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the mention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hower, Jr. et 
al (U.S. patent 5,467,434) in view of Lobiondo (U.S. patent 5,287,194) 

Regarding claim 1, 6 and 9 Hower et al discloses: A network printing system (note Fig.2) 
comprising: a network (note Fig.l&2, also note column 3, lines 35-49) a terminal that is 
connected to the network and that orders a print job (note Figs.l&2, item 15-1-15-N, the clients 
connected to the network and issue job for printing, note column 3, lines 35-66) a printing 
apparatus that is connected to the network and that performs printing in accordance with the print 
job (note Figs.l&2, wherein the printers 12-1-12-N are connected to the system for receiving and 
printing the jobs, column 3, lines 40-43) and a server that is connected to the network and that 
delivers the print job derived from the terminal to the printing apparatus (note Figs.l&2, item 25, 
the server, which transmits the print jobs from the clients to the printers, column 3, lines 50-56) 
wherein the network printing system (note Figs.l&2) includes: a print setting information 
storage section which is provided in the server and which stores therein print setting information 
that is set by input (note Fig.2 item 37, the combination examiner, which could be embedded in 
the client or server 25, note column 4, lines 60-65, and Fig.4, where the job types and tickets are 
stored) a print setting information acquisition section for acquiring the print setting information 
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set in the server (note Fig. 2 item 37, the combination examiner, which could be embedded in the 
server "column 4, lines 60-65" would store the print profile for each printer to be compared to 
the user setting information to determine the correct setting for the jobs, note column 4, lines 49- 
64) a resetting section for resetting the acquired print setting information and a print job creation 
section for creating the print job based on the reset print setting information (note Fig.2 item 37, 
the combination examiner, which would in combination with the of Ul 16 would reset the setting 
information to fit the print profile for the particular printer, column 4, lines 49-62). However 
Hower et al do not clearly disclose the: a confirmation message presentation section for 
presenting to a user a confirmation message for confirming printing based on the acquired print 
setting information. On the other hand Lobiondo discloses: a confirmation message presentation 
section for presenting to a user a confirmation message for confirming printing based on the 
acquired print setting information (note column 2, lines 48-65 or specifically lines 62-65, where 
the user is informed where the job is being printed and when the completion is expected). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in art at the time of the 
invention to modify Hower et al's invention according to, the teaching of Lobiondo, Wherein 
Lobiondo in the same field of endeavor teaches the way the user is informed as where the job is 
being printed based on the setting or attributes and when it is expected to be completed, This 
would enhance the system capability and user flexibility. 

Regarding claim 2 Hower et al disclose: The network printing system as defined in claim 1, 
wherein when the user agrees with the confirmation message, the print job creation section 
creates the print job based on the acquired print setting information (note Fig.2, column 4, lines 
49-64). 
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Regarding claim 3 Hower et al disclose: The network printing system as defined in claim 1, 
wherein the print setting information acquisition section, the confirmation message presentation 
section, the resetting section and the print job creation section are mounted on the terminal (note 
Fig.2, where the item 37 the combination examiner which would implement all the function said 
above would be mounted on both the terminal or client 15-1 or on the server 25, note column 4, 
lines 61-64). 

Regarding claim 4 Hower et al disclose: The network printing system as defined in claim 1, 
wherein the print setting information contains initial print setting information and save-mode 
print setting information (note where the print job tickets are being saved of Fig.4, column 4, 
lines 13-25 and column 5, lines 40-58). 

Regarding claim 5 Hower et al disclose: The network printing system as defined in claim 4, 
wherein the printing apparatus transmits printing result information to the server every time 
printing is performed, and the server monitors the printing result information derived from the 
printing apparatus, and when contents of the printing result information satisfy predetermined 
conditions, the save-mode print setting information is transmitted as the print setting information 
to the print setting information acquisition section (note column 6, line 49 through column 7, line 
24). 

Regarding claim 7 Hower et al disclose: The printing terminal as defined in claim 6, wherein 
when the user agrees with the confirmation message, the print job creation section creates the 
print job based on the acquired print setting information (note Fig.2, column 4, lines 49-64). 
Regarding claim 8 Hower et al disclose: The printing terminal as defined in claim 6, wherein 
the print setting information contains initial print setting information and save-mode print setting 
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information (note where the print job tickets are being saved of Fig.4, column 4, lines 13-25 and 
column 5, lines 40-58). 

Regarding claim 10 Hower et al disclose: The printing method as defined in claim 9, wherein 
when the user agrees with the confirmation message, the print job is created based on the 
acquired print setting information (note column 4, lines 49-64). 

Regarding claim 11 Hower et al disclose: The printing method as defined in claim 9, wherein 
the print setting information contains initial print setting information and save-mode print setting 
information (note where the print job tickets are being saved of Fig.4, column 4, lines 13-25 and 
column 5, lines 40-58). 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Saeid Ebrahimi-dehKordy whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7462. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri,8:00am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
•may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
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like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Saeid Ebrahimi 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 262^__ 
October^ L£007^ 7 




